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GLOBAL ReLEAF 

FOREST ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROGRAM

GENERAL INFORMATION

What is Global ReLeaf?

Globa l ReLea f is a cam paign o f AMERICAN FORESTS, America's oldest national nonprofit conservation

organization.  The campaign educates people about the opportunities to enhance their environment

through the improvement of trees and forests.  Global ReLeaf creates positive action opportunities for

individuals, community groups, businesses, and foundations.

What is a Global ReLeaf Forest?

Global ReLeaf Forests are reforestation projects on public lands -- managed by a local, state or federal

organization -- or projects meeting special criteria on non-government lands.  They have been selected by

American Forests in consultation with an advisory committee as lands where additional private-sector

donatio ns can  create a  new fore st that wo uld not be  possib le unde r existing   program s and b udgets .  

Will Global ReLeaf reforest areas where public agencies should do the job?

Ame rica's pu blic fores try agen cies an d the fores t produc ts indus try refores t  lands w here tim ber is

harvested.  There are millions of acres, however,  where past land-use practices and natural events have

left the land in poor condition.  Public agencies would like to repair and restore these sites but lack the

funds to do so.  Global ReLeaf Forests expand existing efforts and allow private citizens and companies

to take part in environmental improvement.  Even though America has more trees and forests today than

existed 100 years ago, our potential for restoring and improving our forest environment is immense.

What benefits will flow from forest ecosytem restoration projects?

Expa nding the  area of he althy tree s and for ests an d restorin g natura l ecosy stems  cause s enviro nmen tal,

economic and social benefits that continue for decades. Growing forests take up carbon dioxide, which

helps re duce th e build of "g reenho use ga ses."  In a ddition, tree s filter out air p ollutants, p revent s oil

erosion and water pollution, help recharge groundwater and sustain stream flow, provide habitat for

wildlife, and give people a multitude of recreation opportunities. When forests reach maturity, they may

provide badly needed wood products for a future generation.  In each instance, the planting areas will be

managed for the optimum public benefit under the professional guidance of the responsible organization.

DONOR/CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION
 
Where does the money come from?

AMERICAN FORESTS accepts tax-deductible Global ReLeaf Forest gifts from individuals, foundations, and

busine sses. E ach ye ar Glob al ReLe af Fores t cost-sh are gran ts for spe cific proje cts are m ade av ailable to

tree-planting organizations in advance of the planting season.

How many trees will my donation purchase?

Planting costs vary from state to state, and from site to site.  Donations pay for purchasing and planting

trees, evaluating proposals, selecting sites, maintaining contracts/agreements, and publicizing the

program .  Norm ally, AMERICAN FORESTS will direct funds to where planting is most cost-effective and 

results in one tree being planted for every dollar of direct donations.

Can a donor specify where the trees will be planted?

Yes, w ith som e limitation s. AM ERIC AN F ORE STS  partners  with loca l, state, and  federal ag encies , as well

as con servatio n organ izations . If a major d onor sp ecifies a n area w here a G lobal Re Leaf Fo rest doe sn’t

exist, we will work out the most effective arrangement available. In the rare event that a situation cannot

be located that meets the standards of AMERICAN FORES TS, the donor will be so notified.
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How will sponsors be recognized?

Public benefits and viewing opportunity are key criteria in selecting Global ReLeaf Forests. Signs and

visitor overlooks will interpret the site for visitors, illustrate which tree species and  ecosystems  are

involved, and give credit to major sponsors. News stories, dedication ceremonies, and local and national

publicity associated with the Global R eLeaf campaign  will increase public awarenes s. Corporate sponsors

are encouraged to feature the Global ReLeaf Forests ecosystem restoration program in their marketing

and advertising.

     
PROJECT INFORMATION

How many acres can be planted?

That varies depending on the type of land and the species of tree involved.  Most forest plantings range

from 20 0 to 700 tre es per a cre, with th e avera ge runn ing arou nd 500 .  (An acr e is abo ut the size  of a

football field .)

How are planting sites, tree species, and planting methods selected?

AMERICAN F ORESTS  enters into an agreement with local partners at each site. This agreement assures

that adapted, appropriate native tree species are matched to each site, that professional planting methods

are used, and that follow-up care and management will be provided. Emphasis is placed on diversifying

specie s, recrea ting the be st ecos ystem  adapted  to the site, an d exem plifying the  best pos sible

reforesta tion and m anage ment te chniqu es kno wn to pro fession al planter s.     

How can organizations apply for project consideration?

An  Ad visory C omm ittee assis ts us with  the identific ation, eva luation, an d selec tion of proje cts. Pro posals

can be sent directly to AMERICAN FORESTS, Attn: Karen Fedor, P.O. Box  2000, Washington, DC

20013. For more inform ation call 202/955-4500X22 4, FAX 202/955 -4588 or email, kfedor@ amfor.org

                           
Who are some of the organizations AMERICAN FORESTS collaborates with on projects?
US Forest Service   Bureau of Land Management   US Fish & Wildlife Service   State Parks, Forests & Wildlife Areas  US Army
Corps of Engineers   Soil & Water Conservation Districts   The Nature Conservancy    Indian Nations National Resource &
Conservation Service    Non-profit Organizations     Counties, Communities & Schools

                      Global ReLeaf Forests Advisory Committee 
                                                                                            Phone                                  FAX
Karen Fedor(Acting) AMERICAN FORESTS            202/955-4500X224 202/955-4588
Jay Jensen    Nat'l Assoc.of State Foresters 202/624-5415 202/624-5407
John Stewart            Bureau of Land Management 202/452-7759 202/452-7702
Steve Marshall    Forest Service-USDA       202/205-1380            202/205-1271
Keith Ticknor Natural Res. Cons. Serv.-USDA 202/720-8578             202/720-1814  
Don MacLauchlan Int.Assoc.of Fish & Wildlife Agen. 202/624-7890 202/624-7891


